Madonna Circle
2012 Grant Guidelines
Application Deadline:
Tuesday, January 31, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Madonna Circle, one of the longest standing, established charitable organizations in Memphis, began in 1936 and was incorporated as a 501©3 in 1962.  Started as a group of civic-minded women of the Catholic faith, this group has grown to approximately 375 women who provide volunteer services for a few local charities and funding for a wide variety of local charities who are selected each year based on need. While members’ volunteer services currently focus on St. Peter Manor and the Jubilee Schools, the Circle’s fundraising efforts since 1976 have contributed nearly two and a half million dollars to many local charitable service organizations for the betterment of our community.  
FUNDING SOURCE:
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FUNDING SOURCE:

For 34 years, Memphis Antiques Garden and Gourmet Show served as the major source of funds.  Our membership is now exploring new opportunities to support this grant in the future.    

FUNDING PROCESS:

Funds are divided between a charity designated as the “primary recipient” and various charities designated as “secondary recipients”.  The primary recipient is chosen in the previous year so that it can “partner” with us in fundraising and promoting the upcoming project.  Secondary recipients will be selected from applications received by the deadline prior to the fundraiser (January 31, 2012).  Secondary applicants will be notified by mail or email of funding decisions by June 2012 and funds will be distributed at that time.  

For 2012, Madonna Circle will be presenting Jeanne Robertson Renowned Humorist to help celebrate our 76th year of charitable contributions. If you wish to submit an application for secondary funds in 2012, you may do so by Tuesday January 31, 2012.  

At this time, Madonna Circle plans for our 2013 fundraiser have not been finalized; however, if you wish to submit an application for primary funds in 2013, you may do so also by Tuesday January 31, 2012.  

THE SELECTION PROCESS:

Applications must be received by the deadline.  A Finance Committee 

will evaluate applications and make funding recommendations to the Madonna 

Circle Board of Directors.  A primary recipient for the next year’s fundraiser will be selected and several secondary recipients will be selected to receive funds from the current grant year.  Organizations being considered for primary recipient may require further review (i.e., interview or site visit) and if so, will be contacted by the Finance Committee Chairman.  The Circle’s Board of Directors makes all final decisions regarding approval of grant requests. Grant requests will be assessed primarily on the following criteria:

1)
Goals and objectives of the project/program

2)
Feasibility of the project/program

3)
Agency’s ability to accomplish implementation of the project/program

4)
Agency’s ability to affect real change through documented outcomes and quantifiable achievement of goals and objectives of the project/program

5)
Demonstration of need

6)
Leveraging of Madonna Circle’s funds and resources to have the greatest beneficial impact on our community

7)
Agency’s financial solvency

8)
Agency’s past performance and effectiveness 

9)
Agency’s accountability for using funds received for intended purpose

APPLICATION SUBMISSION INFORMATION:
     Deadline:                            5:30 p.m., Tuesday January 31, 2012
     Number of Copies:            Fifteen (15) copies of the application (Parts A and B)                     

                                                  including the original.(We regret that we are unable to                                          
                                                  accept e-mailed applications.

      Mail to:                              Sandy Followell




  4031 Fairway View CE





  Bartlett, Tennessee 38135

Questions:                         Contact Sandy Followell, Finance Committee Chairman

                                                 (901) 385-3241 or via email at sj417@bellsouth.net
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